A modified valve-on-valve approach for aortic root replacement.
We describe an alternative surgical technique for aortic root replacement in a patient whose aortic valve was previously replaced with a bioprosthesis. It consists of resecting the leaflets of the original bioprosthesis in situ, amputating the struts, and suturing the skirt of a composite graft on the preserved annulus of the original bioprosthesis. Coronary circulation is reconstructed according to the Cabrol modification. This approach simplifies and shortens the procedure of aortic root replacement, minimizing the potential hazard of hemorrhage from the proximal suture line in these cases.